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 St Josephôs School 

   Boronia Drive 

OôConnor ACT 2602 
 

 

Postal Address 

PO Box 646 

Dickson ACT 2602 
 

School Website 
www.sjo.act.edu.au 

 

 EMAIL 
 

 Principal 
sue.dempsey@cg.catholic.edu.au 

 

Office 
office.sjo@cg.catholic.edu.au 

 

 Phone 

6248 9818 
 

Fax 

6247 1792 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St Josephôs ELC Before and 

After School Care 
 

Pre-school to Foundation 
 

EMAIL 
director.elcsjo@cg.catholic.edu.au 

 

Phone 
6257 2990  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Wednesday 8:30-9:00am 

Friday 8:45-9:15am 
 

 

YMCA After School Care 

Foundation to Year 6 

6242 4040 

0432 405 147  

A Parish Mass is 
held in the church 
every Sunday at 
9:00am.  

 
6:00pm Saturday 
Vigil is also held in 
the church.  

 
8.00am Weekday 
Mass is held in the 

church. 
 

Parish Priest 
Fr Paul Nulley 

 
Phone  
6247 7070 

 

SUPERVISION  
Morning          

supervision begins 
at 8.20am.  No 

children are to be 
left unsupervised   

before then.  
Playground    

equipment is out of 
bounds unless 

there is a teacher 
supervising. 

Growing in excellence within a Christ-centred community.  

¶ the report format which has been modified by Catholic 

Education. This year the subjects reported on will be in 
alignment with the Australian Curriculum and one General 
Comment will replace comments for Religious Education, 
English and Maths. 

¶ Maintenance of the original playground equipment. 

 
IDEAS PROJECT 
Some of you will remember St Josephôs embarking on a process of 
school renewal in 2011. Since that time we have worked with Ass. 
Prof. Dorothy Andrews, from the University of Southern      
Queensland, towards school improvement.  
 
Catholic Education Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn and 
USQ have worked on a joint Research Project which we were  
featured in as a case study. Referred to as School A, 7 areas of 
improvement were noted. Let me know if you would like to read the 
report.   
 
WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL 
Friday 19 May is National Walk Safely to School day. Teachers will 
depart from the Lyneham and OôConnor shops at 8:15 am to walk 
to school. Community Cuppa will be held at school afterwards. 

RIBBONS 
Please note:  

¶ due to the Motherôs Day Breakfast and Prayer Celebration 

tomorrow, Athletic Carnival ribbons will be presented on 
Friday 19 May.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

¶ This week a compliance audit was conducted at our ELC 

and was passed without reservation. The assessor      
reported that St Josephôs was the only Centre that she has 
been to that met all criteria and wasnôt requested to submit 
further evidence. It was also said that the Centre has a 
warm and welcoming feel and that she could see how all 
the children were engaged in a beautiful                        
environment.  Well done Molly and all ELC staff! 

¶ Judy Kahlefeldt, ELC After School Care Coordinator, who 

has earned a Diploma in Childrenôs Services.   
¶ To all our mothers and carers for being the best mums in 

the world. We hope you all have a happy Motherôs Day on 
Sunday with your beautiful children.    
 

COMING EVENTS 

Thank you everyone. God bless you in all that you do. 
 
Sue Dempsey 
Principal 

Dear parents and carers, 
Thank you to those who were able to attend last Mondayôs 
community meeting about the proposed cuts to funding for 
Catholic schools. This is a pivotal time for our schools so I 
urge you to read the attachments regarding this issue.  

¶ A letter to parents and carers 

¶ A letter from Catholic Educationôs Director, Mr Ross 

Fox 

¶ Key Facts 

¶ A letter from the Minister, Simon Birmingham 

There is no doubt that St Josephôs School will be affected. 

The following is a message from our Director, Ross Fox: 
I would like to express my thanks for ensuring such a strong 
attendance from your communities at the Public meeting held 
last Monday evening.  We cannot underestimate the powerful 
message that this has sent to the government.   

CAR PARK 
Thank you very much and congratulations for the way you 
have taken up the new car park arrangements. The mornings 
have been trouble free and all parents are very happy with 
how Drop Off is assisting them. 
 
Afternoon Pick Up has become very popular, very quickly, so 
has required some rethinking and fine tuning. Thank you for 
your patience. Tuesday of this week was challenging for  
drivers and I apologise for that. 
 
To avoid congestion at 3:00 pm, the following is suggested: 

¶ Pick up will be available between 3:00 and 3:20 pm 

so staggered arrival by parents is encouraged. 

¶ Enter by turning left into the car park from the   

Scrivener St end of Boronia Drive to lessen the    
number of cars travelling down Boronia Drive from the 
church end wanting to turn right into the car park.  

  
Thank you everyone. 
 
ENROLMENT PERIOD 
Catholic Educationôs enrolment period is 1 to 19 May 2017. 
This period is the time to lodge enrolment forms for         
Foundation and the Early Learning Centre for 2018.         
Enrolment Packs are available from the school and ELC Front 
Offices during this time. If you have a younger child who is 
commencing school or pre-school in 2018 or have friends 
who live in our parish and are interested in enrolling at St 
Josephôs, please ask them to collect an information pack from 
the Front Offices.  
 
Please note that if your child is currently at our ELC, an   
application is still required for enrolment into Foundation.  
 
Catholic Education has emphasised that pre-school   
children from other parishes must return to that parishôs 
school for Foundation.  
 
NAPLAN 
NAPLAN for Years 3 and 5 concluded today. Parents will 
receive a report with individual results for their child later in 
the year. Please make sure you keep the Year 5 report in 
particular as it will be required when applying for enrolment to 
high school. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD 
The School Board met last night and discussed: 

¶ enrolment priorities as set by Catholic Education. 

These will be reviewed by the Catholic Education 
Commission for 2019. 

¶ employing staff which is proving to be very difficult at 

present. 

    

    

12 May 8:15 am Motherôs Day Breakfast 

9:15 am Motherôs Day Prayer Celebration 

19 May 8:15 am National Walk to School Day and 
Community Cuppa 

8:50 am Athletic Ribbons at Morning  
Gathering 

22 May   Years 5 & 6 to Parliament House 

24 May 11:00 am National Simultaneous Reading 

5:30 pm Reading to Learn Parent Workshop 

25 May   North Gungahlin Cross Country  
Carnival 

31 May   Year 4 to Sydney 

7:00 pm P & F Meeting 

1 Jun 7:00 pm Confirmation Formation Evening 



TEACHING AND LEARNING 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
 
 
 

 

WHEN WILL THE CHILDREN PLAY?  

I am currently reading a book called ñWHEN WILL THIE CHILDREN PLAY?ò by Angela Rossmanith.  

Angela is passionate about the importance of play during childhood and she is concerned by the        

suggestion that children who are raised in an óenriched environmentô, stimulated and kept busy from an     

early age, will have a head start towards future success.  She feels our children are suffering as a result of this belief. 

Her book has nine chapters, with a summary and reflection for each chapter. Over the next nine weeks I will share the   

summaries with you. I believe her message gives us all food for thought.  

We are currently liaising with Angela to come to Saint Josephôs and run a parent workshop to share her wisdom and        

understandings. Watch this space for further information. 

Chapter One-THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A CHILD. 

¶ Children who have time to themselves, time to play, imagine and fantasise, have the best opportunity to engage in life 

in the way that children need to. 

¶ Childhood informs many of our decisions and responses throughout our lives. Our foundations are laid in the early 

years.  

¶ If firm foundations are established, children are most likely to emerge from childhood with a healthy self- esteem. 

¶ What children need for a happy and fulfilling life is emotional intelligence. 

¶ Childhood is an important stage of life, not just a preparation for the main event. 

¶ Childhood is a time of intense development. 

¶ Childhood has its own natural rhythm. 

¶ Each child is one of a kind. By observing and listening carefully to children, adults help them discover and build ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΦ  

bŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ǿƻ- /IL[5Ihh5 ¦b59w ¢Iw9!¢ 

Learning from the Holy Spirit 
 

Over the next few weeks we will be learning from the Holy Spirit on our playground.  

 

Some students have been forgetting that the play equipment is only open when a teacher is on duty and 

have been a little unsettled in the courtyard of a morning and when lining up at the end of breaks. Our 

Christ-centred Community Focus is a wonderful opportunity for our students to reflect on these issues 

through scripture and prayer. We look forward to sharing our achievements of this focus in next weekôs 

newsletter. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Luke Donnelly 

Religious Education Coordinator 

luke.donnelly@cg.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:luke.donnelly@cg.catholic.edu.au


 

Merit Awards - Week 3 Term 2 

 

Congratulations to the following students who 

will receive an award at tomorrowôs 

Morning Gathering 

 

Being Collaborative 

 

Foundation Red:  Amaani S, Jetsun T 

Foundation White: Aidan McG, Dinugi W-D 

Year 1 Purple:  Zoe G, Nate R 

Year 1 Teal:  Diego L, Anthony S 

Year 2 Magenta: Mary U, Skye P 

Year 2 Yellow:  Tihana B, Juliana L 

Year 3 Lime: Tomas J, Sophia S 

Year 3 Silver: Cameron J, Noel B 

Year 4 Blue: William P, Georgia J, Lucy E 

Year 5 Orange: Scarlett W, Grace F 

Year 6 Green: Zachary B, Harry OôC 

 

    

    

Uniform Shop 

Hours of Operation 

Wednesday 8:30amð9:00am 

Friday 8:45amð9:15am 

 

Please direct all queries to Marcela Leon at: 

 

Uniformshop_stjosephs_oconnor@yahoo.com.au 

Happy Birthday 

This week to : 

Lawrence C 

Oliver S 

Aidan B 

Alysha L 

Jetsun T 

Georgina G 

Jake H 

James D 

P&F Update 

We are raising as much as we can to support St Josephôs School 

and we need your help! Order your NEW 2017 | 2018              

Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership now. 

You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love 

to do, and help our fundraising at the same time. Hurry! It's your 

last chance to get the Bonus Early Bird offers before they're gone!  

GREAT MOTHERôS DAY GIFT IDEA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison Marks 

0423774042 

milli6666@yahoo.com 

 

WǳƴƛƻǊ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ  
 

hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭŜǊ wŀŎƘŜƭ ¦ǊŜƴΩǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ            
±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΗ 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎ о-с 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ ²ŜŜƪ о ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ²ŜŜƪ мл ƻŦ 
ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ϸфл ǇŜǊ ǘŜǊƳΦ  ¸ŜŀǊ оκп ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘǝƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ŜŀǊ рκс ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǉƭŀȅ 
ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘǝƳŜǎΦ 

 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ŀ WǳƴƛƻǊ       
±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !L{ όŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ 
ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜƳύΦ 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŀŎƘŜƭ ¦ǊŜƴ ƻƴ                           
ǊŀŎƘŜƭǳǊŜƴϪƎǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ ƻǊ лпмн лмп нул ƻǊ aǊǎ 
aŎCŀǊƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŎŀǊƻƭȅƴΦƳŎŦŀǊƭŀƴŘϪŎƎΦŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦŜŘǳΦŀǳ 

mailto:milli6666@yahoo.com
mailto:racheluren@grapevine.com.au
mailto:carolyn.mcfarland@cg.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Mr Bôs Caf® Year 6  

NEWS FROM THE CANTEEN 

 

 

The canteen is now open WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS and 

FRIDAYs. Online orders via flexischools are available on those days for first break 

at this stage. Please note, that as time goes on, there will be some changes in the 

menu and that will be reflected in the online menu. 

VOLUNTEERS are always needed and appreciated. Please feel free to call in 

and see how you can assist. A roster is posted outside the canteen, please fill in 

times that you can help.  

Thank you, 

Michelle Welch 

[Canteen Manager] 

CANTEEN ROSTER WEEK 3 

THURS  11 MAYéMarg 

FRIDAY 12 MAYéAlex and Wanda 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER WEEK 4 

WEDNES..17 MAYéHELP NEEDED 

THURSé   18 MAY..HELP NEEDED 

FRIDAY...  19 MAY..HELP NEEDED 




